tion and sacrifice, could have snapped at all, that too for
such a flimsy reason. The same is true of brothers. The
human mind is notoriously fickle and none can predict with
certainty its behaviour. What can be done is to minimise
the chances of misunderstanding by judiciously removing
factors that are likely to cause friction. Generally, the cause
of disaffection is money or woman. Scriptures speak of two
affectionate brothers. Sunda and Upasunda, who quarrelled
between themselves over a beautiful damsel, each claiming
her hand and met with their end.

Sage Narada suggested that the Pandavas lived with
Draupadi for a year, by turn, to avoid any hitch developing
among them on her account. Accordingly, the Pandavas
imposed on themselves certain rules of conduct, the penalty
for defying them being a year's pilgrimage. Faced with a
dilemma, Arjuna chose to contravene the injunction and
undertake a pilgrimage, rather than stick to it and fail in his
duty as a Kshatriya. To him, fulfilling an obligation to bis
citizen was more important than honouring a commitment
involing his personal conduct.

97. Inexorability of Fate

A hymn of Rig Veda vividly portrays the evil which
stems out of gambling. Its disastrous consequences are
illustrated by the Nala-Damayanti episode in the Mahabha"
rata. Sages refer to the untold sufferings undergone by
Emperor Nala only to remind us that no one should feel he
has been singled out by God to face crisis.

The urge to play these ruinous games may arise out of
the desire for gain, tendency to derive excitement, tempta-
tion and the instinct of competition. Even when everything
seems to be lost, a sudden change in the fortunes of a per-
son may take place, taking him to the goal of victory, this
makes him try his chance till the end. Besides explaining
the inherent weakness to take part in the game of dice, the
story unfolds the circumstances which compelled Yudhishtira,
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